A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE ROMANS

5:1-5

Now that we have been justified by faith, we are at peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ. Through him we have gained access by faith to the grace in which we now stand, and we
boast of our hope for the glory of God. But not only that — we even boast of our afflictions! We
know that affliction makes for endurance, and endurance for tested virtue, and tested virtue for
hope. And this hope will not leave us disappointed, because the love of God has been poured out
in our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.
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